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Welcome to this Service for All Soul’s. 
As the days grow shorter and darker, as the leaves fall from 
the trees, we come to that time in the church year when we 
remember all those we have loved and lost. 
Despite, and indeed because of the difficulties that have 
upturned life as we know it, it is more important than ever to 
know that you are not alone in your grief.  This service is 
designed to be used at home when we cannot gather together 
in church. 
 
Here are some suggestions to help you use this order of 
service: - 
 

• Please find somewhere comfortable to sit.  Perhaps have 
a picture of your loved one in front of you. 

• Please use the booklet as you find most helpful, reading 
the Bible readings, saying the prayers, listening, or joining 
in with the song. 

• If you have a small cross or crucifix place it where you can 
see it or hold it in your hand. 

• Take your time and leave space for some silence, to sit in 
the presence of God. 

• You may just like to light a candle at home, or a virtual 
candle on the Church of England’s website as a simple act 
of remembrance by clicking the following link. 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-
events/funerals/light-candle-remember-someone 

 

• All Soul’s Day is 2nd November 2020.   However you 
approach this day; whether as someone who is 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/light-candle-remember-someone
https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/light-candle-remember-someone


experiencing this for the first time, or someone who has 
learnt to live with this loss, please know we will be 
thinking of you and holding all who grieve in our prayers. 

 
 
To Begin 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kg7aXEvCeXY 
“I know that my Redeemer liveth” from Handel’s Messiah 
sung by Sylvia McNair with the Academy of St. Martin in the 
Fields conducted by Sir Neville Marriner 
 
 
Bible reading 
But now is Christ risen from the dead and become the 

firstfruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man came also the 

resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

1 Corinthians 15:20-22 
 
Song 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R__Vk67p2Is 
Stephen Paulus, The Road Home, sung by Voces8  
 
Tell me, where is the road 
I can call my own, 
That I left, that I lost 
So long ago? 
All these years I have wandered, 
Oh when will I know 



There's a way, there's a road 
That will lead me home. 
 
After wind, after rain, 
When the dark is done, 
As I wake from a dream 
In the gold of day, 
Through the air there's a calling 
From far away, 
There's a voice I can hear 
That will lead me home. 
 
Rise up, follow me, 
Come away, is the call, 
With the love in your heart 
As the only song; 
There is no such beauty 
As where you belong; 
Rise up, follow me, 
I will lead you home. 
 
Bible Reading 
God will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 
has passed away. 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as 
clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God. 
Let the one who is thirsty come; and let anyone who wishes 
take the free gift of the water of life. 
Revelation - extracts from Chs. 21-22 
 



Prayers 
 
Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening into the house and 
gate of heaven: to enter into that gate and dwell in that house, 
where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, but one equal 
light; no noise nor silence, but one equal music; no fears nor 
hopes, but one equal possession; no ends nor beginnings, but 
one equal eternity; in the habitation of thy glory and 
dominion, world without end. Amen. 

Words by John Donne  - for a musical setting of this, 
sung by Voces8, go to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skwx_n8DNXc  

 
Heavenly Father, Creator and Keeper of life, thank you that 
you know us intimately and that you have loved us since the 
foundation of the world.  

Thank you for the lives of the people I remember today, 
and for the many shining threads of memory that I hold in my 
hands – whether with feelings of happiness or of regret, of 
things said or things left unspoken. The threads of these 
remembered lives are bound together with my own, and I 
would not be what I am without them. In remembering them I 
remember also that I shall one day have to die, leaving others 
to feel my loss and remember me.  

Thank you that you go before us Lord – not distant, in 
some far heaven, but in the human figure of Jesus who shared 
our sorrows and like us was acquainted with death. Comfort 
us by your Holy Spirit, and bring us back to you, so that we too 
can pass through death and live again in joy, with you and all 
those we love.  Amen 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skwx_n8DNXc


The Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwdeqVmXlHk 
Lux Aeterna (from the traditional Requiem Mass) 
Edward Elgar, sung by Voces8 
 
Lux aeterna luceat eis domine    
[Let eternal light shine upon them, Oh, Lord, 
Requiem aeterna dona eis domine   
Grant them eternal rest, Oh, Lord.] 


